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WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T STEP INTO
the same river twice? For Marilyn
Cross, the trout-teeming MeKen-
zie River that flows by her vacation
retreat conjures up girthood memao-
ries of ouldoor adventures with her
grandfather, It also reminds her of
long-ngo summers spent with her par-
ents and two brothers at their cabin
elaewhere on the McKenzie, and of
return visits when her mother and
late father owned a 195608 A-frame
on the exact spot where this newly
built, 2, 742-square-foot. getaway now
stands, A viver runs by it and a multi-
generation tradition runs through it,

“My grandfather Cross was an Eng-
lishman who moved west 1o become
a cowbaoy [or a while, and he used
1o bring me fshing with him in this
river when | was tiny," says Cross,
“And my father would go out at dawn
and ecatch enough trout that we'd
have troud for breakfast”

This house, which was completed
last August, represents a homecon-
ing for Cross in more ways than one, Hav
ing spent her working life in the eastern
1.5, she recently retived to Oregon and
completed wark on this dwelling not
merely to reconnect with the landscape of
her youth but, more importantly, to recon-
nect with her relatives, most of whom live
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in the reglon, including her mother, her
brothers Sheldon and Stewart, thelr wives
Barb and RoseAnn, respectively, and their
children and grandehildren,

With its awkward floorplan and only
ane bedroom, the existing A-lrame lncked
the capacity to host family gel-togethers,
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Fhere was a separate bullding that
had another bedroom and bathroom
in it but T refused o even exter that
one, the mold was so thick,” she says.

As an altevative, she considered
replacing those structures with a
manufactured home, She even trav-
eled from New York City, where
she was living at the time, to Van-
couver, B.C, to inspect some stylish
examples on display at a home show,
She invited along her older brother
Sheldon, a retirved civil engineer.
He expressed concern that the type
of manufactured home she had in
mind=one assembled from pre-fabri-
eated modules—might be Impossible
to haul onto the building site without
chopping down prized trees, Relue
tant Lo do that, she decided to talk
with an architect about building a
house [rom serateh,

On a return trip to Oregon in
2007, she accomplished more in a
single weekend than most homebuy-
ers pull off In an entire year, During
that whirlwind trip, she purchased a loft
in Portland's Pearl District o serve as
her main residence, She also met with
Bugene, Ore-based architeet Richard
Shugar, the principal of 2form Architec-
ture, whom she heard about through word
of mouth, Thelr fivst meeting convineed
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THERE'S NOTHING LIKE FAMILY TOGETHERMNESS TO MAKE PEOPLE CRAVE A
linle scliude. Marlyn Cross' vacation retreal offers plenty of bolh, thanks lo ifs innovalive
use of delached "pods” that break up the living space inlo public and privale realms.
Within those pods, architec! Richard Shugar, the principal of Zlorm Archileciure in Eugene,
Ore,, and Cross found ways 1o balance privacy wilth conviviality. Here's how they did it

Individualize the bedrooms. Ii's impassible 1o leel flly ol home if you siay in a different beed
wom eoch lime you visit, To help everyone seflle in, Cross and her siblings have designaled
bedoms lo call their own, *1 sent old blackand-while snapshols snapshols of my parents,
my wo brothers and me lo some Kends in Mew York who own an anl business,” says
Cross, "They did a gorgesus job of pulling them
logether in collages and framing the collection of
snapshals. So eoch bedicom has a colloge of
thal sibling hanging in it. My litle brother is much
younger than | am, and | only had ane really
greal pholo of him when he was lifle. I shows
his dimples, and he's just aderable. | had hat one
framed by isell. The collages are one of the things
thal personalizes each bedcom a lille bil”

Make the private spaces flexible. Pockel doors
separale he Iwo sidebyside bedooms In each
sleaping pod. When only ane bedicom in a par
licular pod s in use, the puckul doars can be lef
open lo creale a larger master suile, "Jus! open the pochal doars, and you can hava a siling
room on one side and your bedioom on The olher,” says Cross, "Each pod also has a big
bathisom wilh deuble sinks and a soaking lubshawer thal cerainly could become a masler
bath if you wanted 1o lumn one of the pads inlo a master bediocom or live here bl time,"

Make every view a great one. There won'l be any squabbling in this house over which
elative gels the pad with the best view, The eason: Shugar made sue that every pod
looks oul af Ansel Adamsworthy scenery. “If you look al the floarplan of the three pods
q|(_1r18 the fivEr, none of them is }_}L]I[I"f_".l (&} r:,-nr:h r.".l1|'1nF.-I," the archilec! 501y, "Thex/re all
inlended lo have a greal view of Eagle Rack, but each one is skewed a bit bacause of ils
proximity lo the river. When we were designing Ihe residence, we used the word ‘dancing’
lo describe the pods’ relationship lo the river. We wanled the lille pods to dance dlong the
river rather than be pc:nu||e| lo each olher “wy are freefloating In the landscape lo Iake
‘advaniage of the views, the seling and the nalural light, which we wanied lo maximize.
There's really no hierarchy between the pods, and each one even has ils own deck”

Create kid-friendly spaces. The middle ped's sleeping lofi—inlended for childien—abounds
with summercamplike logethemess combined with individual nocks, The space will eventually
be outfiled with lour cusiom bunk beds, “Richard designed lifle cubbyhole windows where
aach of the bunk beds will be so that kids can siore their personal belongings and have a
view" says Cross, “The bathioom s configured with the shower and lollet in an enclosed
room, and the sink is in the open area. So if you have o passel of kids, ene can brush his or
her leeth while someone alse goes to the balhroom.” Panels of ianslucent resin (above] serve
as privacy partiions between the secondfloar 51eeplng loft and the public 5paces below.
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her to look no further, *1 just liked him,”
says Cross, 1 never even interviewed
another architect.”

Cross gave Shugar some general guide-
lines to keep in mind when designing
the house, but she also gave him ample
freedom to be creative, For starters, the
house should Minction as a fun rendez-
vous destination for family, vet also pro
vide everyone with an opportunity for
solitude. “I didn't want anything like a
master bedroom, beeause | didn't want
the bedrooms to be where peaple would
spend all their time, so
those rooms didn't need
to be big,” says Cross,
“But | did want everyone
to be able to gel away
[rom each other and have
some privacy. L wanted o
b able Lo put a reading
chair in each bedroom so
il people wanied to just
o and quietly read some
place, they could,”

A Tan of contempo
rary architecture, she
wanted that aesthetie preference rellected
in the design. What's more, Cross lell
strongly that the house should incorpo-
rabe as many green-building strategies as
possible and should sit so lightly on the
land that a nearby clusier of giant firs
would remain unharmed, What's more,
her future retreat haed 1o do justice to iis
eye-popping setting. Bordering the north
bunk of the picturesque MeKenzie River,
the woodsy, three-acre parcel enjoys o
[ront-row-seal view ol a towering basalt
column known ag Eagle Rock and boasis
old-growth Douglas firs.

Though she didn't mention it to Shugar,
an idea that sheld come across while
researching manufactured homes intrigued
Sross. In place of a single, larger house, why
not ereate a grouping of smaller, detached
cabinlike structures that would let guests
either socialize or carve out some privacy,
whichever they preferred? "1 thought,

That's kind of a cool idea, but 1 hadn't said
aword aboul it to anyone,” she says,
When she met again with Shugar and
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stall designer Jenna [Fribley to see the con-
cepl they came up with, “I could tell they

were very nervous,” says Cross, “They laid
oul their ideas for the house, and lo and
behold, here ig this house with pods!”

Shugar had broken up the living space
into three detached cabinlike structures,
or “pods,” plus an additional building for
the garage, Cross was thrilled, “My jaw
just dropped, and they thought 1 hated
it," she says, “1 was like, "No, no, no, you
don't underatand.” They created those
pods from that very vague direction [ gave
themn, Does that ever tell you that | picked
the right arehitect?”

The synergy went both ways, “Working
with Marilyn and her siblings was a joy,"
says Shugar, “She was amazing, 'll be
fortunate to have another elient like her
in my lifetime in terms of her willingness
to come (o the table without preconceived
idens, She really thought about what we
were brving to accomplish
with the new house, and
how we would accomplish
it. Marilyn also was will-
ing to explore sustainable
design practices. Actually,
she wasn't just wwilling, she
really encouraged it Her
enthusiasm for the project
along the way was conta-
gious, [t kept us inspired
and pushing ourselves io
do our best work. Largely
| Judge the suceess of a
project based on the expe-
ricnee with the client, and
this one was wonderful”

The pods solved the
seemingly contradiciory
gonl of ereating a residence
that fosters family bond
ing eael alone time, L was
the idea of o retreat within
a retreal,” says Shugar,
“When family members
et Ln}’.t.‘l.lll'l' on a retreat,
they're retreating from
their daily lives, ol course,
But even when they're
together, there's a point

where they need to have their own retreat,
their own Individual place. We felt that
there was an opportunity to bulld smaller,
more diserete elements that would feel
ecabinlike rather than end up with a very
large bullding in the landsceape, which
could've happened i we'd lumped all the
sijuare foolage together”

The middle pod serves as the central
socializing space, so it features a comimii
nal kitchen, a living room, a dining room,
and a powder room on the main level, On
the upper level, which is largely open (o
the floor below, theres a full bath and a
convivial sleeping loft that will one day be
led with four custom bunkbeds for kids
and grandkids. A catwalk-like bridge leads
from the loft side of the house to the river
facing side, where a porch allows vou Lo
watel the MelKenzie roll by,

With a celling height that exceeds 21

feet, the middle pod also offers a show-

A Stophen Pentak riverscape sets the dining orea with a make-it-a-lazy-
day vibe. A random mix of Flor rug tiles keeps the palette to earth tones,
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stapper of a view of Eagle Rock on both
foors, “The height of the room makes it
posalble to experlence Bagle Rock froam
its peak down (o the river,” says Shugar,
“And It brings In as much natural light as
possible. From the loft space, the bridge
takes you across the dining room and liv-
ing room area o an upperlevel outdoor
porch, And from that deck you can actu-
ally see fish in the water

The other pods provide more seclude
quarters, with each structure having two
side-by-side bedrooms and a Mull bath,
Shugar divided each pod into “dry” and
“wel” zones, Clad in wood panel and bat
ten siding, the dry zones include the liv-
ing room, dining room and bedrooms,
Resting on steelreinforeed conerete plers,
these spaces almost seem to [loat above
the ground, ereating a sense of lightness
as the landscape flows between the plers,
*“There are places where you don’t even
have to bend over too far to
walk beneath the house,”
siys Uross, Unlike conven-
tional foundations, the con
crele piers pose no harm
to the roots of nearby giant
Doug fir trees.

Facing away [rom the
river, the wet zones (which
include the kitchen and
the bathrooms) are built of
Ground [Face concrete block
that echoes the solidity
and permanence of Eagle
Rock's weathered surface,
In contrast with the maple
flooring elsewhere in the
house, the wet-zone [loors
are poured conerele,

“The concrete goes right
into the ground, and the
iuibs are actually formed in
the concrete,” says Cross.
“They're sunken bathtubs,
Each bathroom also has a
concrete vanity with maple
cabinetry mounted to it"

The bathrooms' “tile”
walls are actually a shower
suitable glazed version of

OREGONHOMEMAGAZINE.COM 39



B

the same concrete block that appears
on the home's exterior. "We used con-
crete block, because the size and scale
of a concrete wall is broken down into
smaller components,” says Shugar “[t's
a polighed block, called Ground Face,
50 it doesn't look institutional. The
grounded lace brings out the aggregate
and the warmth in the concrete.”

In line-tuning the layout, Cross lactored
in the reactions of relatives
to the design. "My brothers
didn't veact very positively
to the pods al all, because
the whole concept of hav.
ing to go outside to go to
bed was weird" says Crogs.,
“When the [oorplan was
Tist laid out, there wasn't
a gingle side door in the
house, You went either out
the Tront door and arouned
Lo the sleeping pods,
or you went to your poel
through the backdoor and
acrogs the decks, The reac
tion from my sister-in-law
Barb was, ‘Uh, no' So we
put a daor and bridge over
1o the pod that my broth-
ors and their families sleep
in. That door leading into
the main pod from the
sleeping pod is known as
Barb's Door”

Cross also turned to
Barb, a gourmet cook, for
help in completing the
kitchen, "When | bought
the appliances, she came
down from Tacoma, and
she checked out the layout
of the kitchen and helped me pick some of
the storage functionality that's in it" says
Cross, "We're a big buneh of eaters, and
we love to cool, so | wanted a kitehen that
wis big enough for three or Tour people, NI
has two ovens. One is a microwave as well
as a conventlonal oven, and the other one
i5 0 convection oven and a vegular oven.”

In addition, her brother Stewart and
his wife RoseAnn sprang for the cost of

40 OREGONHOMEMAGAZINE.COM

adding a sauna, since they were the only
ones likely to use it

When It came time to build, Cross
enlisted Dennia Codutl, the owner of Den-
nis Codutl General Contractor, based in
WVidla, Orve, Assembling the pods required
exbreme precision, because the dry and
wel zones had to (it logether as exactingly
as puzzle pieces. "On each pod, there are
two individual structures—one supported

Each sleeping pod has a bathreem finished off with concrate vanitios and

his-and-her sinls. Undereauntertop maple cabinets hold guesis’ toiletries.

by the conerete piers, and the other on a
solid foundation with concrete block all
the way up,” says Codutl, “We married the
two together with window units that [it
in between them, You've got a little more
leeway when you're Titting windows into
a wood opening. But these openings have
concrete block on one side and wood on
the other, One side obviously reacts Lo
woeather and humidicy differently from
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the other, so0 we had to be precise with
these window units, which were two sto-
ries high in the main pod.”

Cross marveled at Coduti and his crew's
attention to detail. *They did a stellar job,"
she says, “Typically the way Dennis culs
anything, and the way he has everybody
who worles with him do i, is vou measure
it, and then you ent it slightly bigger than
vou know it needs to be. Then you bring it
i amel 1, aned 45 iCs a e
tight, then you go back and
shave it off, and Heen you
put it in, It came together
beautifully, and its the most
aolld house, The craftsman-
ship is amazing! You know
how hardwood (loors sound
creaky sometimes, even in
a new house? These [loors
never creak. The house is
Just go unbelievably solid."

The pods also abound
with green-building fea-
tures, Three large cisterns
filled with rainwater col-
lected from the rools pro-
vide the water that flushes
the tollets, Rather than
install air conditioning,
Cross relies on ceiling
fans and operable win-
dows to cool the house
in summer, The home's
matte-black countertops
are made of PaperSione, a
durable material made of
recycled cardboard, "They
feel s golid as Corian, and
they're supposed Lo take
temperatures as high as
360 degrees,” says Cross,
The A-frame's appliances were donated to
a family whose house burned down, The
Advame lisell was then dismantled, and
Cotluti refashioned its salvaged Douglas
lir roof beams into beams for the new
midele pod, “*Dennis did a gorgeons job of
milling them down,” says Cross,

“We really wanted to salvage some-
thing from the house, not just 1o be good
stewards of the environment, but also for

b=




“The fleor in each poed’s bath-
room is a continuous-poured-
concrete slab that steps down
to croate an integral soak-
ing tub and shewer,” says

Shugar. A yellow glaze over
the concrote brick that makes

up the home’s facade creates o
“tile” lock on the walls, A see-
through resin panel shields the
countertep from shower spray.
The fixtures are from Chown.




. . . the riverscape in the dining rooom.
From Stephen Pentak, go to stephenpentak.com. An emeritus professor of art at
Ohio Stote University, Pantak purr.hn:ud a secand home in upstate New York that
Cross sold befere she relocated, and bortored this painting for furnishings
that he wanted her fo leave in the house. “I love the painting's colors and
subject matter,” says Cross of the piece, which is painted on birch, "This is
clearly not the McKenzie River—the irees aren't evergreens, the water is teo
calm=but | love the compaosition. Staphen is an avid fly fisherman; he even
fished in the McKanzie River when he and his wile visited this house.”

o’ ... the colorful glass breakfast bar.
,}/ From ﬁlmd-glm:. artist Annah James, Annah James Studies, Eugene, Ore,, 541-345-

6000 er go to annahjames.com. “The countertop has color cubes embadded in it, and
Annah worked in tho Latin namaes for the flora and fauna that surrounds the house, such as
DOUGLAS FIR and EAGLE and TROUT,” says Cress, “She used smaller chunks of glass in the
upper river side and lorger ones as they ‘go down river.’ LED lights mounted into the counter
cast a spectrum of colored light through the glass ente the flaor in the evening.”

. . . the windowseat cushions.
From Amy Esirin, owner, The Whale @ Yards, Port-
land, 503-223-2880 or go to w9yards.com, “They
make the windowseat funclional,” says Cross. “Amy
cama oul o the house and sald, “You should use o
blue fabric to play off of the river and do a wool welting

(2]

in orange,’” says Marilyn. "And she was dead rightl” %
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sentimental reasons, loo,” says Shugar, “So
we incorporated those beams, and they're
prominent in the house”

[ the few months sinece the house
has been linished, it's proven 1o be a
powerful lamily magnet. “The sleep
ing loft has been in constant use,” says
Cross, "Labor Day weekend, 1 think we
had nine people sleeping here, We had
a ball! People go out during the day to
hike, lsh—or whatever interests them,
We have a little driving tour where we
take people up over MeKenzie Pass an
come back past Clear Lake, We spend
our evenings together around the din
ing room table, The porch on the back
deck has a sereened-in section, 5o in
summer, the sliding door in the dining
room is thrown open, and it's almost
like being outslde when you've siiting
there in the evening by the table,”

Best of all, the retreat has rekindled
the family tradition of gathering at the
river, "The purpose behind the house
was 50 my brothers and 1 would have a
place (o get together,” says Cross, ' went
for years without seeing them, because |
lved in the East, and one of them lived
in Germany for awhile, and one of them
was in Korea for awhile, They've lived
all over, too, I've seen more of my broth
ers through the construetion and now,
after the construction has been daone,
than 've seen in years, The house has
certainly done that. My brothers love

the house, In fact, I haven't encountered From Sheldon and Barb’s bedroam in one of the sleeping pods, the McKenzie River
anybaody yet who didn't love it [] rolls by just 50 feet beyond a deck and boardwall that leads to the central living pod.
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sentimental reasons, too,” says Shugar, "So
we incorporated those beams, and they're
prominent in the house,”

In the few months since the house
has been linished, its proven to be a
powerful family magnet. "The sleep-
ing loft has been in constant use,” says
Cross, “Labor Day weekend, | think we
had nine people sleeping here, We had
a ball! People go out during the day (o
hike, fish—or whatever interests them,
We have a little driving tour where we
take people up over MeKenzie Pass ane
come back past Clear Lake. We spend
our evenings together around the din
ing room table. The porch on the back
deck has a sereened-in section, So in
summer, the sliding door in the dining
room is thrown open, and it's almost
like being outside when you're sitting
there in the evening by the table”

Best of all, the rvetreat has rekindled
the family tradition of gathering at the
river, "The purpose behind the house
was s0 my brothers and [ would have a

place Lo gel together,” saya Cross, 1 wenl

for years without seeing them, because |
lived in the Bast, and one of them lived
in Germany for awhile, and one of them
was in Korea for awhile, They've lived
all over, too. I've seen more of my broth-
ers through the construction and now,
after the construction has been done,
than I've seen in years, The house has
certainly done that. My brothers love

the house, In fact, | haven't encountered Fram Shelden and Barbs bedroom in one of the sleeping pods, the McKenzio River
anybody yet who didn't love it." ] rolls by just 50 foet beyond a deck and boardwalle that leads to the central living pod.
t the professional
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Richard Shugar, principal,

2lorm Aschileciure, Eugene, Ore,

Years having own firm: 9

Biggest design influence: "Seeing Fagle
Rock on my first visit 1o the sile influenced
evenvihing,” he says, "My designer Jenna Fri
bley and | worked more hours than nomal
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Contact info: 541-342:5777 or go lo 2form.com,

The Builder

Dennis Caduti, owner,

Dennis Coduli General Conlactor, Vido, Ore.
Years in the trades: 39

Years owning own company: 35
Favorite space in the house: 'The sceened
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dining room, so you leel as if you'e bolh inside and oulside”
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